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Motorcycle use has increased rapidly after being introduced as a mean of public transport in 
Tanzania. This study was carried out to assess the causes and influencing factors of motorcycle 
accidents and impacts and propose remedial measures to reduce the problem in Dar es Salaam.  A 
quantitative cross sectional study was conducted. Interviews guided by checklist were conducted to 
collect data from motorcycle accident victims and motorcyclists, officers ad workers from motorcycle 
garages.  The study also sought expert opinion from Traffic Police headquarters, TRA, SUMATRA and 
TBS including Amana, Temeke and Mwananyamala hospitals.  This study has revealed that in Dar es 
Salaam, most motorcycle accidents occurred in Kinondoni district (38%) and the affected individuals 
were largely males by 84% (102).  The age groups affected were between 25-34 years (45%) and 18-
24 years (36%).  The study has also revealed more individuals from private employees 43% and 
businessmen by 26% being involved in accidents.  Although it involved also, those sustained soft 
tissue injuries and lower extremity fractures by 38% and 25% respectively.  Majority of them were 
Motorcyclists 55%, bicyclists 21% and Pedestrian 17%.  The main causes and influencing factors of 
motorcycle accident were high speed (36.2%), lack of knowledge on motorcycle driving and road 
signs to road users 12.8%.  More MC accidents occurred in January (43%), on Mondays (20%) nd 
Fridays (19%) especially during the day (53%).  Helmet use was higher among motorcyclists (67%) 
than passengers (60%).  The motorcycle sales have increased by 90% and the sold motorcycles have 
engine capacities of 125mls and 150mls.  There is an increase of the number of motorcycle repaired 
in MC garages by 70% and spare parts sales by 60% at MC spare part shops.  Since motorcycle 
accidents are preventable, causes and influencing factors are reducible therefore necessary laws and 
restrictive regulations should be strengthened.  Also the educational programmes on road safety 
should be implemented to all road users including the community and primary schools. 
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