
Prevention and Control of Crime-Related Disasters:  Analysis of Crime hotspots in Dar es salaam 
City. 

 

This study was conducted to analyse crime hotspots in Dar es Salaam City.  It was carried out to 
provide a basis for prevention and control of crime-related disasters.  The main methods used to 
obtain the data required for this study were review of documentary sources of data and information; 
consultation with crime experts including police officers and prison officers, interviews, 
questionnaire surveys, physical survey and investigation of the study area, and photography.  
Currently, the recognized causes of crimes are:  Urbanization, poverty and unemployment; urban 
design and social services; social inequality and exclusion; and limitations of law enforcement 
agencies.  Thirty seven types of crimes and criminal activities such as pick-pocketing, gang-related 
crimes, mob justice related crimes, motor vehicle theft sports-based hooliganism, prostitution, 
cybercrime, fraud, and bank related theft are identified and characterized. Crime hotsports causative 
agents and influencing factors include environmental, economic, social-cultural, neighbourhood-
related, opportunity related, fundamentalism or radicalism related and drug related, among others.  
Characteristic features of crime hotspots include high frequency of crimes, presence of known 
criminals or hiding places, darkness and poor street lighting, just to mention a few.  Categorically, 
crime hotspots are mainly:  parking lots and parking areas, cyberspace, motor vehicles, shopping 
areas, but stops and terminals, entertainment areas, sports arena, and meetings and rallies.  
Kariakoo market area, Jangwani grounds, Ubungo bus terminal, Mbagala area, Manzese area, 
Buguruni area, Coco beach area, and Ferry area are the main geographical locations for crime 
hotspots in the city.  The study concludes that there are several crime and criminal activity hotspots 
with disaster proportion potential in Dar es Salaam City.  This study further recommends that the 
crime hotspots with disaster proportion potential be given priority in crime prevention and control 
effort and resource allocation. 
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