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ABSTRACT 

 

Water supply is one of the greatest problems of our urban areas. An aspect of the problem, which 
is most worrisome, is the management and quality of water supply. This study assessed the water 
management problems and water quality in Bida, with the objectives to determine the quantity of 
domestic water demand; assess the existing water supply source; examine the water quality and 
establish the potential public health threat of the water. Water Samples were taken from different 
sources and taken to laboratory for water quality analysis. Cluster samples were used to sub-divide 
the geographical area of the study area into seven wards which were sampled, using systematic 
sampling technique. About 362 questionnaires were administered to households and consumers 
while an oral interview was conducted for Niger State Water Board staff and ward leaders. The 
data collected were analyzed and presented using tables, pie-charts, bar-graphs, histograms and 
percentages. Photographs were also used to show the water sources in the study Area. The findings 
revealed that although, many houses are connected to tap water, not all the pipes run and even 
where they  run, it is not regular, hence, people rely much on wells, boreholes, and streams to meet 
up with their water needs. The response on water tariff from the board, 62.5% of the respondent 
opined that the billing rate was on the high side and also 65.2% agreed that the services from the 
water board is not effective. On the years of existence of the water source, 45% agreed that the tap 
water source has been on existence for the past 10 years on which some pipelines has been rusted 
that shortage the amount of water supply. On the quality of water supply, 75% agreed that the 
water is clean and colorless. And on the potential health risk, 24.6% agreed that they have suffered 
illness related to water borne diseases. While from the result of water analysis, Iron, Coliform, E-
coli parameter were found in the water content with 3.68, 20 and 17 respectively higher than 
expected WHO value which have negativeS health impact and the people of the study area did not 
know. Considering the problem identified; various recommendations were made to strengthen the 
State Water Board. It also suggested that there should be high community participation in the water 
scheme where both maintenance and water management will not be the responsibility of the state 
water board alone but that of the community too.  
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