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ABSTRACT 
 
Man generates waste as a result of his daily activities in a bid to maintain his means of livelihood 
to enhance and make his life comfortable. Solid-waste generated by man has adverse effects on 
the environment and subsequently on man himself. The way these solid-wastes are stored, 
collected and disposed of, poses risk to the environment. The study aimed at assessing the risks of 
indiscriminate solid waste disposal in Tudun-Wada and Barikin Sale Area of Minna and the 
objectives include: to  analyze the type and volume of waste being generated in the study areas;to 
investigate household waste management behavior; to analyze the spatial characteristics of waste 
dumps within residential areas and to appraise the risks associated with existing characteristics and 
management of solid waste. A descriptive survey was adopted for the study. The population for 
the study comprises 6,100 households in the two areas. A stratified sampling technique was used, 
six hundred and ten (610) copies of questionnaires were distributed and administered to the 
respondents as the 10% of households in the study areas. The findings showed that Organic and 
non organic wastes were generated in the study areas and there is evidence of 38 waste dump sites 
at Barikin sale Area. The risk associated with the waste dump shows from the study that  54% of 
the respondents suffer from malaria periodically, 63% of the respondents suffer from diarrhea 
periodically, while 59% of the respondents suffer from typhoid periodically.  It could also be 
deduced from the findings of the study that there was poor management of waste, as a result of 
infrequent emptying of the waste bins and lack of proper cover which inevitably tends to pollute 
the environment 61.9% of the respondents dispose their waste at illegal dump sites very close to 
their habitation. Response on blockage of drainage in the study areas pointed out that 49% of the 
respondents experienced periodic blockages. Refuse dumps are selected with little regards to 
proximity of residential settlement. The study recommends public enlightenment, environmental 
and health education, enforcement of environmental and waste disposal protection laws and re-
introduction of old sanitary inspectors with corresponding policy statements. 
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