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ABSTRACT 

Oil spillage in Esit Eket Akwa Ibom State Nigeria have been a regular occurrence, and the resultant 
degradation of the surrounding environment has caused significant tension between the people 
living in the region and the multinational oil companies operating in the area. It is only in the past 
decade that environmental groups, the Federal Government, and the foreign oil companies 
operating in the Niger Delta began to take steps to mitigate the impacts. Large areas of the Esit 
Eket ecosystem have also been destroyed. This study analysed the effect of oil spillage in the area, 
it identify the causes of oil spillage in the area, the elements at risk, which would be affected by 
oil spill in the area, assess the vulnerability related to the elements at risk and people’s socio-
economic characteristics and current coping capacities and coping strategies employed by the local 
people and local government. Primary and secondary data were used, Remote Sensing data was 
analysed and 350copies of structured questionnaire were administered and responses were 
subjected to descriptive and likert scale analyses. It was discovered from the analysis that 89% of 
the respondent agree that oil spillage in Esit Eket has serious impact on farm land  in the area while 
11% of the respondent did not agree with that. The spillage has a negative impact on the 
environment of Esit Eket, land productivity and farm income in a manner consistent with economic 
expectation. The findings also shows that oil spillage in the area are caused by different factors, 
which includes drilling of oil wells, explosion of oil wells, spills from vandalized oil pipelines, 
leakages from oil tanks, corrosion of oil pipelines, spills from loading of oil vessels, maintenance 
activities of oil companies and sabotage from the community.  The study thereby recommends that 
Multinational oil companies operating in the study area must immediately cease all harmful and 
wasteful practices, and engage in immediate clean-up of affected areas. Beside the Federal 
Government should enforce and implement the laws that will protect the oil producing area as well 
as guarantee the people a better livelihood.  
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